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Introduction to the Bible

The Bible is God speaking to us. We call it God's Word. The
Bible has two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. We
can also call the Bible by another name - the Scriptures.

The Old Testament tells how God created the world and
everything in it. God made human beings to live happily in his
presence. Our first parents disobeyed God. They lost eternal
happiness. But God loved the people so much that he sent his Only
Son to come into our world to save us. The Old Testament tells
of the Chosen Race who prepared for the coming of this Saviour.
The people of Israel were God's Chosen Race. They can be called
Israelites, Hebrews or Jews.

The New Testament opens with the story of the birth of Jesus,
who is God's Only Son. He was born a human person like us. He
came to tell us of God's love and to bring us back to God. The
followers of Jesus, who are called Christians, can tell truthfully that
Jesus is the Saviour sent by God. The rest of the New Testament
tells what Jesus' disciples did to confinue his mission. The New
Testament is God's new Promise that God is with us. If we know the
heavenly Father, if we follow Jesus and his teachings, if we obey
the call of love, then we can find our way back to our original home
in heaven.
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In the beginning there was nothing, absolutely nothing. Then
God created the world. He put the sun, the moon
and the stars in the sky and there was day and
night. He put the animals and plants on the earth,
birds in the sky, and fish in the sea. He did all
these things in six days. God created everything
beautiful and good and he was pleased. Then he
made a man called Adam and a woman called
Eve, our first parents. On the seventh day, God rested from all his
work. He blessed this day and made it holy.
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Our first parents lived in a wonderful Garden
called Eden. They were very happy. God asked
them to obey his plan for them so they could be
happy with him for ever. But the Evil One tempted
Eve to eat the fruit that God had said not fo eat.
When Eve gave it to Adam to eat, then they knew
they had done wrong. Now God’s plan was spoiled. For this sin of
disobedience, God closed the door of the Garden to Adam and
Eve. Now they have to suffer and die and so would their children
after them.

Could anyone save them? God'’s love for them was so great,
he promised to send his Only Son to come down from heaven to
save them.
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The Lord God said, “It is not goocl for man
to be alone; I will give hima helpcr who will be
like him.” (Gen 2:18)
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More than 2,000 years ago, God sent the angel Gabriel to
a town of Galilee called Nazareth. He had a message for Mary,
a young Jewish girl. She was engaged to a carpenter named
Joseph, of the house of David. The angel Gabriel greeted her and
said, “God is with you. You will bear a son, and you must name him
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JESUS. He will be great and his name will be Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father.”

“How can this be? | am not yet married,” Mary said.

“God will send his Holy Spirit to give you this baby,” said the
angel. “And God has already done another miracle. Your old cousin,
Elizabeth, is now six months pregnant. See, nothing is impossible
with God.”

Mary bowed and said, “Yes, | am the servant
of the Lord. Whatever the Lord wants, | will do it.”

Then the angel left her.

Soon after, Mary went to visit Elizabeth. They
praised God together. Mary stayed with Elizabeth
for three months. Then she returned home.
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"l am the handmaid of the Lorc], let it be done
to me as you have said.” (Lk 1:38)
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MY BELOVED BIBLE

Many children learn about God through Bible stories. Some
Bible stories make fascinating readings. They also show you God's
love, kindness and forgiveness in people’s lives and in your own.

May this book be your best friend to accompany you in your life.

FEXtEE. BB
Wisdom Press « Hong Kong
ST PAUL MEDIA CENTRE RRIRES
Unit 340, Pioneer Centre, BB B WIE 750%%
750 Nathan Road, Hong Kong BRI 3402
Tel : (852) 9127 9624 &5E : (852) 9127 9624
Fax: (852) 2601 6910 [BE : (852) 2601 6910
alt BERRER BP9 BRRES
10041646 P EHE 11C
RETOIR—ER 2157 5% : (853) 2832 3957

85T 1 (02) 2371 0447
BH : (02) 2371 7863

Printed by Ark Design
ISBN : 978-988-15211-3-2



